AT Act Program Leadership Symposium
Preliminary Agenda
February 22-25, 2026



Sunday, February 22, 2026

9:00 am to 11:00 pm – Newer Directors Session
Newer AT Act directors have a world of administrative and program requirements with which to become familiar and adapt.  This session will share ideas to help new directors in achieving AT goals for their state or territory. We’ll explore issues commonly faced by new directors and share resources to get them addressed.  
Contact marty.exline@ataporg.org to enroll in this session.

11:00 – 11:15 pm - Break

11:15 am to 12:30 pm – 2026 Symposium Welcome and Get to Know Your Colleagues

12:30 pm to 1:45 pm - Lunch (to be provided)

1:45 pm to 3:00 pm – AT Act Outreach and Collaboration
The 21st Century AT Act requires grantees to conduct outreach to four identified agencies that receive federal funding for AT including the State Education Agency, Vocational Rehabilitation Agency, Aging Agency and Medicaid Agency.  The session will explore what “outreach” and “collaboration” are required in the Act and the kinds of activities with which programs are engaged to meet this critical requirement. 

3:00 pm to 3:15 pm - Break

3:15 pm to 4:30 pm - AT Act Data Session
The session will provide updates on annual data collection and reporting requirements for grantees along with highlights of data trends and issues of interest.  More specifics will be available in updated agendas.
Presenter:  Diane Golden – CATADA

5:00 pm to 6:30 pm – Reception


Monday, February 23, 2026

9:00 am to 9:15 am – Welcome to Today’s Sessions
Welcome from ATAP/AT3

9:15 am to 10:00 am – Mary Lazare, Deputy Administrator, Deputy Administrator, Administration for Community Living (invited)

10:00 am to 10:15 am – Break

10:15 am to 11:45 am – National/Federal Perspectives
A panel of national/federal leaders will share their insights on services from the national perspective.  Panelists to be announced pending the transition from ACL to the Administration for Children, Families and Communities (ACFC)
Panelists: To Be Announced. 

11:45 am to 1:15 pm – Lunch (to be provided)

1:15 pm to 2:15 pm – Get to Know Your AT Act Colleagues
How well do you know your AT Act colleagues?  This session builds on Sunday’s introductions to learn more about your colleagues to enable state and territory AT Act leaders to better connect and collaborate.

2:15 pm to 2:30 pm - Break

2:30 pm to 3:30 pm - Aging in Place Partnerships
The session will highlight assistive technology related partnerships from a national program perspective in fall prevention initiatives, home modification programs, and others to support community living.  It will share initiatives of AT Act partnerships focused on aging in place such as the CAPABLE program (Community Aging in Place Advancing Better Living for Elders).  
Panelists: 
Emily Nabors – Associate Director of Innovation, Center for Healthy Aging
Amanda Goodenow – Strategic Partnership Specialist, CAPABLE National Center   
Yakima Black – Director, LATAN – Older Adults Home Modification Program 

3:30 pm to 3:45 pm - Break

3:45 pm to 5:00 pm - Leveraged Funding and Stretching Budgets - Issues and Approaches
A challenge for almost any AT Act program is the ability to serve their entire state or territory in all settings with limited resources. This session will present a breakout of the various types of leveraged funding relationships – public/state agency; state appropriations; federal funds; private funding and others.  The format will allow programs to explore how they approached developing the partnerships and provide suggestions for other programs to develop similar relationships.  

6:00 pm – Trivia Night at DC location

Tuesday, February 24, 2026 

9:00 am to 10:00 am – Keynote:  Jordyn Zimmerman
Jordyn Zimmerman is a passionate educator and disability advocate. After being diagnosed as autistic at a young age, she did not receive access to augmentative communication until the age of 18. That arduous journey fuels her beliefs around leveraging tools and supports to drive change. She now thrives on boldly showing up and redefining what is possible in learning spaces and throughout the broader community.  The session will include a discussion of the role AT Act projects can play to help students get the AAC they need to succeed in school.	
Presenter: Jordyn Zimmerman

10:00 am to 10:15 am - Break

10:15 am to 11:45 pm – Affinity Group Meetings
Assistive Technology Act programs are housed in a variety of settings which may influence the types of administrative and programmatic challenges and successes they encounter.  This session will include breakout groups by affinity settings -State Agencies; Nonprofits; and Universities.

11:45 pm to 1:00 pm – Lunch (on your own)

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm – Microsoft and Accessibility
This session explores how AI can serve as assistive technology to support people with disabilities. Rylin Rodgers will share practical examples of tools like Copilot that simplify tasks and enhance independence, along with Microsoft’s broader accessibility approach. Participants will be introduced to new training resources designed to deepen your expertise in accessibility features and inclusive design. Attendees will leave with practical resources and actionable steps to support the disability community.
Rylin Rogers, Disability Policy Director, Microsoft

2:00 pm to 2:15 pm- Break

2:15 pm to 3:30 pm - Aging in Place Partnerships – Part II
While Part I focused on partnerships from a national perspective, this session will highlight the success and challenges of state and territory level partnerships and how they are approaching serving individuals who are aging.
Panel Presenters: TBD

3:30 pm to 3:45 pm - Break

3:45 pm to 5:00 pm – Endnote:  Dare to Lead Workshop
Erica Mohr earned her Professional Certified Coach designation from the International Coaching Federation. She is a Certified Dare to Lead™ Facilitator and holds certifications in the Leadership Circle Profile™ 360 assessment tool, the iPEC Energy Leadership Assessment, the Leadership Challenge, and the DISC behavioral assessment.
Presenter: Erica Mohr, Be Mohr, LLC

5:00 pm to 5:15 pm – Symposium Closing Remarks


Wednesday, February 25, 2026

9:00 am to 2:00 pm - Individual Technical Assistance - By Appointment Only
AT3 staff will be available for individual technical assistance meetings with state and territory programs by appointment relating to any administrative or programmatic activities/issues. To set an appointment time, contact marty.exline@ataporg.org.

9:00 am to 12:00 pm - Visits to the District of Columbia Assistive Technology Program 
Davette Rucker of the District of Columbia Assistive Technology Program has generously allowed Symposium attendees to visit the DC program.  If interested, please make an appointment through marty.exline@ataporg.org for the time slot that would work best for you:  9:00 am, 10:00 am or 11:00 am.


–


